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NOTES AND QUERIES. 
flotee. 

Notes on a Couple op Very Early Chttboh Labels of Penna. By 
Dr. E. 8. Potter, Cresco, Pa. 

To the students of genealogy and the lovers of heraldry there seems 
to be no more potent field of research to delve in — than that of the 
book-plate — those labels of individuality and history which carry owner- 
ship beyond the grave. One of the adjuncts of historiography has 
always seemed to be facts — ^for the actual truth in the writing of 
history is a hard matter to obtain. Time passes — things that were 
heard and told of yesterday may no longer exist today. 

The charm of the book-plate or label collector consists along with 
the unravelling of such facts of biographical and historical nature — 
the interest associated with the individual possession of the users 
thereof. 

Libraries were scattered or forgotten through neglect, need or alBlia- 
tion and oftentimes beyond a stray label or plate, ceased to exist. 

What seems to be one of the rarest little labels of interest to Penn- 
sylvanians has turned up recently, tucked away in a well-preserved 
old volume out of its ordinary place, and it reads as follows: 

"Ex dono Societatis pro 
"Promovendo Evangelis in 
"Partibus Transmerinis in 
"Usam Parochi de Uplands 
"In Pennsylvania 
"Anno Dom. 1703."i 

thus recording the first English Church on the lower Delaware. 

Christ Church, Philadelphia, had preceded but by a few years — 1695. 
Exactly when the English services were established in Pennsylvania 
is of uncertain date (it might be said to date with the coming of the 
Swedes) as they worked in conjunction with the Swedish Church in 
which they were in full communion. The Swedes, who had settled 
"Opplandt" and who controlled the valley of the Delaware, had estab- 
lished two churches, one at Christiania (now Wilmington), and one at 
Tinicum Island, between 1638 and 1656. 

There was no church in Chester until the erection of St. Paul's (a 
mere frame hut), excepting the Friends' Meeting House, when Rev. 
Evan Evans'' was sent over to organize it and be its rector, by Bishop 

1 A commentary/ 

/upon the/First Book of Moses/called/ 

Genesis/By the Bight Rev. Father in God 

Symon/Patricik/Lord Bishop of Ely 

London, 1648. 

Vol. O, No. 2845 — Loganian Library — Philadelphia — Rldgeway Branch. 

2 Rev. Evan Evans seems to have held various parishes, succeeding Dr. 
Clayton as rector of Christ Church, Philadelphia, 1698. His diligence and 
zeal must have been great ; since besides Sunday services in Philadelphia, 
he held public prayers on Wednesdays and Fridays, preaching also at 
Chichester, Chester, Concord, Montgomery, Radnor and Perklomen, occa- 
sionally. 

He seems to have been In London In 1700, or about, receiving the Com- 
munion plate from Queen Anne and books for Christ Church. 
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Compton, a great friend of Rev. George Keith. Keith was a Quaker 
who, disagreeing with the faith in Philadelphia, was expelled or 
seceded from the fold — ^went to London and took orders in the English 
Church, and was then sent over as the first travelling missionary by 
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, the 
society which the Rev. Dr. Thos. Bray organized from the "Society for 
the Promotion of Christian Knowledge," and it is mainly due to Bray 
that the Church succeeded, as he supported most of the missionaries 
in America, and to Keith, that of its being established in Pennsylvania. 
This label thus records the books which the Society presented to the 
mission upon its dedication. 

In the year 1679 Dr. Bray was appointed by the Bishop of London, 
Commissary of Maryland, for the establishment and better regulation 
of Ecclesiastical Concerns in the Province, "after having prevailed on 
Charles II that Ministers or Schoolmasters should be sent over." 
While engaged in that employment he observed the difficulties and 
discouragements under which the missionaries labored in that country, 
and reflecting on the means by which they might be removed or les- 
sened, le found that a competent provision of books was absolutely 
necessary, and for want of these the missionaries were often disap- 
pointed. 

Accordingly, his first attempt to remedy this defect was by represent- 
ing the state of the case to the English Bishops and desiring their 
assistance in procuring Parochial libraries for the use of the mis- 
sionaries. 

It wan while he was busy in procuring benefaction for establishing 
the libraries in the plantations that he was induced to establish 
Parochial Lending Libraries in England and Wales in order that his 
other plan would not fail through any opposition. 

This he subjoined to his Broadside,' "Proposals for the Encourage- 
ment and promoting of Religion and Learning in the foreign Planta- 
tions," with the addition "The Present State of Maryland." 

The account of the "Society of Christian Knowledge" is as follows:* 
"when the state of religion began to prosper, the Society sent the 
"Rev. Mr. James Blair to Virginia, and Rev. Mr. Thos. Bray, as 
"commissary to Maryland, and assisted by the generous contributions 
"of Her Royal Highness, the Princess of Denmark (later Queen Ann 
"of England), and many nobility, gentry and clergy, did settle and 
"support several ministers in the province and iix and furnish some 
"parochial or lending libraries."' 

"Further on we read — and 'under his care (Dr. Bray) of recommend- 
" 'ing and encouraging fit and worthy persons,' etc., Mr. Patrick (Jour- 
"don (Gordon) was sent as Missionary to New Jersey; Mr. John 
"Bartow to West Chester, in the same Province; Mr. John Talbot, Rec- 
"tor St. Mary's in Burlington, in New Jersey; Mr. Henry Nichols was 
"settled as minister in Uplands in Pa."* 

The early Vestry records of Christ Church being lost up to 1717,' 
our only authentic data must be from contemporary notes in such 
books as are in the library and from outside history and records. 
When the Rev. Mr. Clayton came to Christ Church in 1695, he probably 

' These are preserved In a collection of prints and papers on the 
American Colonies at Lambeth Palace, M. S. S., No. 1123, Vol. 1, Art. 3. 

*Loganlan Library, Q No. 478, Phlla., Pa.— 8th pamphlet 

An/aceount/of the/Society /for/Propagating the Gospel/ 

In Foreign Parts/ete./Printed by order of the Society /John 

Chamberlayne/Secretary/London/1706. 

»Ibld. par. No. 13-14. 

• Ibid. par. No. 15. 
Ibid. par. No. 

' "Watson," in his Annals, speaks of their having been burned by acci- 
dent. 
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brought a few books with him — ^the usual donation from the society. 
(Bible, reading lessons, prayer books, etc.), and £10 worth of books 
as a personal present and the valuation of £5 of tracts and papers 
to give away. 

Shortly after the founding of Christ CUtirch at Philadelphia, we 
And this "Society for the Propagation of the Giospel in Foreign Parts," 
making a donation of some 327 books to Philadelphia. 

These books are in the vestry of the Church. They are all stamped 
in large gold letters — ^a supra Uiros — "For the / Lihra/ry of / PhUadel- 
phia." From a contemporary note in one of them, they arrived in 
1700, ( ?) and may have been brought back by Eev. Evan Evans on 
his return from London.' These books comprise many on history, 
science, mathematics and classics, as well as the major portion pertain- 
ing to religious matters. 

Up to 1730, when the claim of another library is set forth, there 
were over five hundred books to circulate. These books had been 
added to by contributions from Thos. Penn, Thos. Graeme, William 
Talbot, Lord Bishop of Oxford, 1702, and others. It cannot be thought 
otherwise than that these books were used but as intended, that is, 
as a lending library. Therefore, there is eivery indication of its being 
the first public library, as the books state "the Library of Philadelphia." 

"Maj/ 8nd, 1718," there is a note to the Church Wardens "to take 
"an inventory or catalogue of the Uhra/ry in the custody of Dr. Evans, 
"who was leaving for Virginia." 

"In 1728, Deo. 2Jt, the library received a large donation of about 
One Hundred books, bound in parchment, from Ludiovice C. Sprogell,' 
a member of the parish (who imported an organ which the Church 
bought at Two Hundred Pounds, Sept. 2, 1728, and was used for 35 
years, until 1763). 

"1741, several valuable books from Rev. Arch. Cummings, the 
rector." 

"In April 12, 1753, the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
"was left One Hundred Pounds by the Rev. Chas. Chambers, of Kent, 
"for books to be given and disposed of as the Somety should direct, 
"and they had accordingly given them to the use of Christ Church in 
Philadelphia, under the care of the minister and vestry of the said 
Church." These numbered 347. 

August 18, 1766, talk of taking a new catalogue. 

1789, Rev. S. Preston, a Polyglot Bible in 6 volumes, 1657, and other 
books. 

After 1790 there were very few additions — ^the library having out- 
lived its usefulness. 

JouBNAL OF A Fbench Tbavelleb IN THE COLONIES, 1765. The Amer- 
ican Historical Review, Volume 26, niunber 4, and Volume 27, number 1, 
reprints a journal found by Mr. Abel Doysie while searching Paris 
Archives under the general direction of the Service Hydrographique de 
la Marine. The manuscript consists of 79 unnumbered pages. Pages 
63 to 69 are a description, in French, of the American towns, especially 
Norfolk, Philadelphia and New York, of their defenses and of the degree 
of ease with which they could be attacked. "The writer was a Catholic, 

' William Penn, In Ms letters to Jas. Liogan speaks of Ms being In 
London both In ITOO and 1709. 

• The Sprogell books being recorded 
thus — Bx dono 

Ludovlcl Christlanl Sprogell 

ad 
Bibllothecam Ecclesiae Angll- 
canae In Philadelphia 
Die Decembrls 24 — 1728. 
A large tyi>e label with woodcut border. 
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and apparently a Frtmchman, but all eflforts to identify him have been 
unsuccessful, except that it has been demonstrated from evidence in the 
French Archives that he was not M. de Pontleroy, whom Choiseul sent 
over to inspect the Colonies in 1764-." 

In "Americana," Volume 16, Number 1, is an article entitled "The 
Fries Rebellion," by Frank M. Eastman of Harrisburg, Pa. This 
is taken from a book by Mr. Eastman to appear in the near future, 
entitled "Courts and Lawyers of Pennsylvania." lit is an account of 
the extraordinary uprising against a tax for defraying the expenses 
of a war with France. The principal objection was confined to the 
counties of Bucks, Montgomery, Northampton and Berks. The leader 
was John Fries of Milford, who had commanded a company of militia 
during the Revolutionary War and also a company in the Whiskey In- 
surrection. 

The Berks County Historical Society has reached a membership of 
1500 and is contemplating a fire-proof annex to its building, which will 
involve an expenditure of $100,000 for construction and equipment. The 
Society owns its present quarters and is free from debt. Reading gives 
$750 per annum to the cause and the county appropriates $1000. 

Number 103 of the Transactions of The Western Reserve Historical 
Society contains notice of the purchase of three Pennsylvania items: 

1. The Expedition of Major Greneral Braddock to Virginia; with the 
two Regiments of Hacket and Dunbar, together with many little inci- 
dents, giving a lively idea of the nature of the country, climate and 
manner in which the officers and soldiers lived; also, the difficulties they 
went through in that wilderness. London, 1755. 

2. Six plans of the Different Dispositions of the English Army under 
the Command of the late General Braddock in North America. I. Line 
of March with the whole Baggage. II. Plan of the disposition of the 
advanced Party of four hundred men, to protect the workers while 
clearing the road. III. Encampment of the Detachment sent from the 
Little Meadows. IV. Line of March of the Detachment sent from 
the Little Meadows. V. Plan of the Field of Battle on the 9th of July, 
1755. VI. A map showing the Route and Encampment of the Army. 
By an Officer, London, 1758. Both of these are in the Collections of 
the Historical Society of Peainsylvania. 

3. A contemporary manuscript plan probably made on the spot by an 
officer of the expedition, makes the collection €!xceedingly interesting. 
This has a paper attached exhibiting by means of numbers on the map 
corresponding with the description on the manuscript of the exact posi- 
tion of each day's march and stopping place. Also by means of red 
dotted lines the route of Captain Dobson to Isaaca Creek, Red Stone 
Creek and Mr. Gist's House where he rejoined the army. Also Mr. Gist's 
route to the French Fort and to the place where he rejoined the armv on 
July 6, 1755. 

With reference to tihe naming of the Tinicum Island Road the Gover- 
nor Printz Highway, Mr. Isaac R. Pennypacker draws attention to the 
fact that Dr. A. J. Barnouw, head of the department of Germanic lan- 
guages at Columbia University, had come across a deposition made before 
the Leyden notary, K. Outerman, on May 10, 1663, "that Justus de la 
Grange, with wife and children, sailed for New Netherland in the month 
of March, 1662, and had bought there the island of Tinnaconcg on the 
West side of the South River for 6000 (six thousand) guilders." Mr. 
Pennypacker comments upon the extraordinary price of about $15,000 
(normal American value) at this early date. 



